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instrument to force the Anglicans and Dissenters to consent to
an union. The moment seemed propitious, as the Catholics were
at this very time soliciting their emancipation; that is, their
restoration to the full rights of citizenship, of which they had
for centuries been deprived. The Government did not doubt
that the Catholics would gladly accept any condition of which
this emancipation was the price. . . . Lord Fitzwilliam was ac-
cordingly sent as viceroy to Ireland, to treat with them, and to
effect the union as soon as possible.' Fitzwilliam, however, the
writer continues, perhaps shocked at the treacherous task im-
posed on him, suffered the secret to leak out, and tlie Irish,
warned of the danger that menaced them, joined more closely
against their oppressor. The Catholics led the way. cAssembled
in the month of April last, to deliberate on the object of their
petition,1 they unanimously determined that no offer on the part
of the Government, however advantageous it might be, even
though it were complete and absolute emancipation, should
separate them from their brethren the Anglicans and Presby-
terians, and prevent them ^from making common cause with
them, in opposing with all their force, and to the last drop of
their blood, the projected union. Deputations of the Anglicans
and Dissenters assisted at this assembly, and from this moment
the three parties, so violently opposed, became one.7 From this
time, the memoir concludes, c the Irish have in different coun-
ties centres of revolution, and their ramifications extend to the
principal towns in North America, where there may be found a
prodigious number of their fellow-countrymen quite as much in-
terested as themselves, in the happiness and regeneration of
their mother country; but it is principally at Philadelphia that
the most important meetings are held. It is from there that
their arms are constantly stretched towards France, demanding
her aid.5 2
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